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GOOLLELAL PRIMARY SCHOOL — THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Member for Kingsley 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [12.50 pm]: Goollelal Primary School was founded in 1981 under principal 
Mr Gordon Hey. In 1983 a capsule was buried in the grounds, with instructions left for it to be opened as close 
as practical to the thirtieth anniversary of the school’s opening in 1981. There was a very accurate map inside the 
capsule — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): I ask members to take their conversations outside. This is 90-
second statement time and it is not fair if the member on her feet cannot be heard. 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: The contents of the capsule revealed a fascinating glimpse into life in 1983 at Goollelal 
Primary School. Items such as old uniforms, photographs of teachers and students, class lists, a copy of The West 
Australian and letters from past students retelling the visit of Prince Charles and Princess Diana to Perth were 
discovered inside. The capsule was dug up by the current principal, Mr Clarke; Mr Symonds, the physical 
education teacher; Daisy Kermode, a year 7 prefect; and Scarlett Hermann, a year 7 prefect. A wonderful display 
has been set up in the school library, and present students and parents are enjoying reading and viewing the items 
that were uncovered in the dust! Ex-students, parents and community members are actively encouraged to visit 
the school to relive old times. Mr Gordon Hey, the founding principal, was invited to the assembly in May to 
share stories of his time at Goollelal, visit classrooms and experience the space-age smart boards that have 
replaced blackboards. The active parents and citizens association is planning a school fair on 19 November to 
celebrate the thirtieth birthday of Goollelal Primary School, and at this time the next capsule will be buried at the 
fair and Mr Hey will be invited to attend the event. 
 


